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14.2 2025 TOUR DOWN UNDER – EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
 

REPORT AUTHOR: Coordinator, Events & Marketing 
GENERAL MANAGER: Chief Executive Officer 
CONTACT NUMBER: 8366 4582 
FILE REFERENCE: qA140593 
ATTACHMENTS: A  

 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
The purpose of the report is to advise the Council of the invitation by Events SA, to host the Start of Stage 
Three of the 2025 Tour Down Under and the Challenge Tour. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Tour Down Under, a nationally and internationally recognised cycling event, is held in South Australia 
during January and comprises a series of races with a start and finish being held in different parts of the State. 
The start and finish components of each stage of the Tour are changed on a regular basis and the right to host 
a start or a finish, is strongly contested by Councils. 
 
The City of Norwood Payneham & St Peters has previously hosted twelve (12) start events, with the most 
recent event held in January 2024. The Council has also hosted the Challenge Tour as part of the event on 
seven (7) occasions. 
 
In January 2024, the Council was approached by Events SA with an invitation to lodge an Expression of 
Interest in respect to hosting one of the stages as part of the 2025 Tour Down Under. 
 
A copy of the Expression of Interest Letter and Information Pack which has been received from Events SA is 
contained within Attachment A. 
 
Expressions of Interest are required to be submitted by Friday, 1 March 2024. 
 
RELEVANT STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS & POLICIES 
 
The relevant Outcomes contained in CityPlan 2030 are: 
 
Outcome 2: Cultural Vitality  
 
Objective 2.5: Dynamic community life in public spaces and precincts. 
 
Strategy 2.5.3: Host and facilitate community events and activities. 
 
The Tour Down Under is promoted as an inclusive, family event, therefore meeting the Council’s aims of 
encouraging “an engaged and participating community” and attracting “more community life in public spaces”. 
 
FINANCIAL AND BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
The fee to host a stage of the Tour and the Challenge Tour Start of the Tour Down Under is expected to be in 
the order of $20,000. In addition, there are other costs with hosting a Stage (ie additional toilets, waste bins, 
marketing and the road closure) which are funded by the Council. 
 
In this respect, the Council allocated $55,000 in the 2023-2024 Budget to host the 2024 Tour Down Under and 
it is estimated that a similar amount will be required to host a stage of the 2025 Tour Down Under and 
Challenge Tour. 
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EXTERNAL ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS 
 
In terms of economic impact, Events SA have advised that the 2023 Santos Tour Down Under generated 
$79.8m for South Australia.  
 
SOCIAL ISSUES 
 
The staging of an international event such as the Tour Down Under, enables the Council to showcase the City, 
both locally, nationally and internationally. The Social Audience (social media audience), recorded by Events 
SA for the 2023 TDU, was averaged at 223,000 and a Live Audience (watching the broadcast via TV or web 
stream) of 779,000. 
 
CULTURAL ISSUES 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
RESOURCE ISSUES 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
As the Tour Down Under is managed by Events SA on behalf of the State Government. Events SA provides a 
comprehensive Risk Management Plan as well as an Extreme Weather Policy that is included as part of the 
Council’s internal Risk Assessment. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 

• Elected Members 
Not Applicable. 

 

• Community 
Not Applicable. 

 

• Staff 
Not Applicable. 

 

• Other Agencies 
Not Applicable. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Tour Down Under is now recognised as a major event and attracts large numbers of spectators and as 
such, hosting a start is very much sought after by Councils. 
 
Events SA has advised that market research commissioned by Events SA in respect to the 2023 Tour Down 
Under, has highlighted total attendances over 690,000 with an average of 89% of the visitors coming from 
interstate. 
 
The market research for the 2024 event has not been released by Events SA at the time of writing this report. 
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OPTIONS 
 
The Council can resolve to accept the invitation from Events SA to host a Start of the Tour Down Under in 
January 2025 and submit and Expression of Interest, or alternatively it can resolve not to lodge an Expression 
of Interest.  
 
Given the Council’s previous participation in the Tour Down Under and the positive impacts which it has on 
both the local economy and the community, it is recommended that the Council accepts the opportunity which 
has been presented and lodges an Expression of Interest. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Over the years, the Town Down Under has gained in popularity, however the results of the 2024 Event are yet 
to be released. Notwithstanding this, it is expected that based on media reports, the event has again been 
successful. 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Events SA will forward an Agreement to the Council should the Council resolve to accept the invitation to host 
the Start of Stage Three and the Challenge Tour Start of the 2025 Tour Down Under. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 1 
 
That pursuant to the provisions of Section 90 (2) and (3)(d) (i) and (ii) of the Local Government Act 1999, the 
Council orders that the public, with the exception of the Council staff present, be excluded from the meeting 
on the basis that the Council will discuss: 
 
(g) matters that must be considered in confidence in order to ensure that the Council does not breach any 

duty of confidence; 
 
and the Council is satisfied that, the principle that the meeting should be conducted in a place open to the 
public has been outweighed by the need to keep the discussion and consideration of the information 
confidential. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 2 
 
That the Chief Executive Officer be authorised to sign and submit an Expression of Interest to host a Start of 
the 2025 Tour Down Under and the Challenge Tour Start for 2025. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 3 
 
Under Section 91(7) and (9) of the Local Government Act 1999 the Council orders that the report, discussion 
and minutes be kept confidential until the announcements have been made by Events South Australia at the 
official 2025 Santos Tour Down Under Launch. 
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Cr Robinson moved: 
 
That pursuant to the provisions of Section 90 (2) and (3)(d) (i) and (ii) of the Local Government Act 1999, the 
Council orders that the public, with the exception of the Council staff present [Chief Executive Officer; General 
Manager, Governance & Civic Affairs; General Manager, Urban Planning & Environment; General Manager, 
Infrastructure & Major Projects; Chief Financial Officer; Manager, Strategic Communications & Advocacy; 
Executive Assistant, Chief Executive’s Office and Administration Assistant, Governance & Civic Affairs], be 
excluded from the meeting on the basis that the Council will discuss: 
 
(g) matters that must be considered in confidence in order to ensure that the Council does not breach any 

duty of confidence; 
 
and the Council is satisfied that, the principle that the meeting should be conducted in a place open to the 
public has been outweighed by the need to keep the discussion and consideration of the information 
confidential. 
 
Seconded by Cr Callisto and carried unanimously. 
 
 
Cr Callisto moved: 
 
That the Chief Executive Officer be authorised to sign and submit an Expression of Interest to host a Start of 
the 2025 Tour Down Under and the Challenge Tour Start for 2025. 
 
Seconded by Cr Holfeld and carried unanimously. 
 
 
Cr Callisto moved: 
 
Under Section 91(7) and (9) of the Local Government Act 1999 the Council orders that the report, discussion 
and minutes be kept confidential until the announcements have been made by Events South Australia at the 
official 2025 Santos Tour Down Under Launch. 
 
Seconded by Piggott and carried unanimously. 
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